
Town Of Preston 
Regular Meeting 

September 10, 2012 
 
The regular meeting was called to order by Commissioner Doug VanDerveer at 7:00 p.m.  Also present 
were Commissioners Gary Waltemeyer, Robin Wooters, Jerry Stallings and Kim Gadow. 
Attendance: Steve Hildenbrand, Abby Andrews.T.R., Capt. James Henning, Bob Lorenz, Terry Stallings, 
Walt Palmer. 
Commissioner Doug VanDerveer swore Jerry Stallings in as new commissioner. 
Gary made a motion to accept the minutes of the previous meeting as presented, seconded by Jerry, 
unanimously approved. 
Police Report:   

 17 assignments handled 

 85 hours 

 95 calls for service 

 1 arrests 

 21 traffic violations 

 8 traffic stops 

 4 citations 

 17 warnings 

 44 property checks 
Public Works Report:  Commissioner read the Public Works report submitted by Dale Whitley for 
August, 2012, who said: 

 We pumped 2,202,000 gallons of water. 

 We discharged 0 gallons of wastewater. 

 We had to replace a valve on Linchester Rd. that had come off of the water main while we were 
investigating a water leak in the area. It took most of the day to get the leak under control. We will 
have to return later when the area stabilizes to continue locating the original leak. 

 We serviced the Kubota mower. 

 We got the #2 aerator back from Hills Electric shop. We installed it on the aerator body and refloated 
it in the lagoon. We set it to run 16 hrs. a day until the other aerator gets out of the shop. Then we will 
divide the time between the two of them. 

 We had to remove a pump at the west end pumping station to clear a blockage. We reinstalled it. Then 
we cleaned the wet well to try and prevent further problems. 

 We trimmed trees in the parking lot and also we trimmed one in Tidewater that was a problem. 

 We also removed the chemical feed system at the sewer plant. We plan to have the entire system 
rebuilt when we start the plant later this month. 

 We also cut grass and sprayed weeds all over town when needed. 
Administrative Report: Kim submitted the following report for August, 2012 

 Prepared and mailed late and/or cutoff notices for water bills 

 Dale and I met with the solar company 

 Assisted accountant while she was here in obtaining documentation to prepare for yearly audit 

 Processed:   water/sewer payments, real estate taxes, various other accounts receivables, accounts 
payables, building permits, daily mail, deposits, and payroll 

 Responded to phone/visitor inquiries 

 Sent out violation notices for Cary Malkus 
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 Issued dog licenses for Caroline County 

 Corresponded with webmaster regarding website updates 

 Reconciled monthly bank statements 

 Worked with contractors, residents and building inspectors regarding current building permit 
applications 

 Assisted auditors while they were here in obtaining documentation they needed or answering questions  

 Prepared election materials for special election 

 Had ads placed in the newspaper for the special election 

 Spent 5 hours doing online training for water billing software 

 Spent a minimum of 2 additional hours on the phone with CUSI regarding direction for water billing 
software 

 Met with representative from Planet Aid 

 Attended the MD Sustainable Communities Application workshop 

 Corresponded with the following: 
o MDIA regarding mechanical fees and the Town’s newly passed building permit fee schedule 
o Caroline County Sheriff’s Department regarding citizen concerns  
o Accountant regarding bookkeeping questions 
o Caroline County Board of Elections regarding voter registration list 
o LGIT regarding insurance changes 
o Alarm company regarding updating codes 

Planning & Zoning: 

1. Annexation of the Lagoons: The surveying has been completed. The present zoning map has been 

revised to show the lagoons. The second reading has been read. The new zoning map must be 

presented to the public, approved and signed by the commissioners, and added to the zoning code 

books. 

2. Norris Taylor property Main Street at Maple Ave.: No progress has been made to remove the 

equipment from the site nor has any ground cover been placed. There has been no response from Mr. 

Taylor to the letter written and signed by the commissioners. 

3. Revisions to the P & Z code: Copies of the proposed revisions, pages 1 of 4 to 4 of 4, dated 16 Apr. 

12, has been sent for review and comments to Walter Palmer. He will review with Bob when he returns 

from vacation. 

4. The P & Z minutes were read at the regular Town meeting held 6 August and made a part of the 

meeting and as it will be done so in the future. 

5. Training Seminar: Kim forward and e-mail from the Md. Dept of Planning for a training seminar 

for members of the Board of Appeals and P & Z  to be held at the Convention Center in Ocean City 

Wednesday 15 August. The two page e-mail was mostly garble and in an unreadable language which 

only MDP can do. (Bob attended the seminar last year.) This could have been done on a half page      

e-mail in English that anyone can read. 

6. Comprehensive Plan status: Fran finished working on the revisions to the plan. Some maps need 

revising. David Dahlstrom of the Maryland Dept. Planning (MDP) Centerville indicated he could help 

us with the map revisions. 

7. At this time we do not have an update on the status of the proposed Dollar General store planned for 

the corner of Main Street at Payne Road. 

8. Choptank Transport is considering developing housing units on the empty lot on Williamson Street 

next to the Lions Club. It is zoned R-2 Multi Family residential. We understand there is some sewer 

capacity available. They (Choptank Transport) will engage a site engineer to develop preliminary 

drawings for our review.  
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Unfinished business: 

 Robin made a motion to pay off the water tower loan, owed to Provident State Bank for the 
amount of $79,243.98 seconded by Jerry, unanimously approved. 

 Robin made a motion to accept the quotation from Tezla in the amount of $7,160.00 to include 
the purchase and installation of a server for the Town Office, seconded by Jerry, Doug in favor 
and Gary opposed. 

New Business:  

 Doug asked if everyone had a chance to review the August bills.  A motion was made by Gary to 
accept the bills as presented, seconded by Robin and unanimously approved. 

 Gary made a motion to write off the uncollected accounts as presented for the amount of $305.07, 
seconded by Robin, unanimously approved. 

 Bob discussed that the wording in the Building Permit Fee Schedule did not match the wording in 
the Revisions to the P & Z Code. He discussed this with the Town Attorney, Walt Palmer and 
suggested the easiest solution would be to add wording that the Commissioners and/or Planning 
& Zoning Commission may grant an extension. 

 
 
 
 
Meeting was adjourned at 7:43 p.m., made by a motion by Robin, seconded by Gary, and carried. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Debbie Towers 
 
 
 
 
 


